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he worshipped her memory and addressed to her his prayers.
These events are mentioned to explain the difference between
the positivism of the first work and the mystical idealism of the
second. It is at least certain that the influence of the first was
greater than that of the second, but together they fulfil his
self-allotted task. However, as he grew older, he grew queerer.
He became more retired in his life, he appeared to become
more religious, he read poetry instead of the newspapers, and
he derived much consolation from the study of the Imitation
of Christ, substituting all through the word Humanity for the
word God.

Gomte's philosophical and scientific reading convinced him
very early in his life of the inadequacy of the only form of
Christianity for which he had a natural admiration, Catholi-
cism. Catholicism had been vital; it was now dead. It stood
for an earlier stage in human development. On the other hand,
the natural sciences which depended upon facts and the empiri-
cal laws by which these facts were related were for that very
reason immune from the scepticism of future generations: they
were once and for all certain. Hence human history must have
passed through certain stages which led to the finality of the
contemporary stage. These stages were three in number: the
theological stage, the metaphysical stage, and the positive stage.
In the theological stage man's natural curiosity about life is
satisfied in the most obvious way. Events are explained by the
power and will of personal agencies similar to the power which
he experiences in himself. He begins by personifying natural
forces; he reduces the number and finally attributes everything
to the will of one Deity. In the next stage, the metaphysical,
this simple and attractive synthesis gives way to a complex and
unstable critical analysis. Explanation is now by means of
abstractions. Examples of such abstractions would be final
causes, matter and form, substance, relations, in philosophy;
rights, liberty, sovereignty, in politics; ether, waves, electrons,
in science. This stage has lost the subjective certainty of the
first and has not acquired the objective certainty of the third.
The third stage, the positive stage, is never very clearly de-